Sore throat after central venous cannulation
In his case report (April 1999 JRSM, p. 199 ) Dr Ho postulates that the tip of the right external jugular catheter lies in the left internal jugular vein (contralateral, not ipsilateral as indicated in the figure legend). However, the tip of the catheter outlined in the figure cannot lie in the left internal jugular vein as postulated since, anatomically, the left internal jugular vein lies well lateral to the position of the catheter demonstrated on this frontal radiograph. We suggest that, from its anatomical position on the radiograph, the tip of the catheter must lie in an anterior jugular vein. Thus the postulated course of the malpositioned venous catheter is as follows: it was inserted via the right external jugular vein and passed through a communicating vein into the contralateral anterior jugular vein (the anatomy of these vessels is nicely demonstrated in Gray's Anatomy1). The anterior jugular veins lie close to the midline anteriorly, and are considerably medial to the internal and external jugular veins. It is possible that the catheter tip passed into a singletrunk anterior jugular vein variant or into an inferior thyroid vein, but it cannot lie in the internal jugular vein.
We believe that a lateral radiograph would have demonstrated the anterior position of the catheter, confirming that it could not lie in the internal (or external) jugular vein. Adverse reactions to herbal treatments I agree with most of Vincent and Furnham's statements on complementary medicine (April 1999JRSM, pp. 170-177), but not with their comment that 'there are few reports on adverse reactions to herbal treatments'. Hundreds of adverse effects of herbal medicines have been reported and some of these were serious1. Herbal remedies can cause toxic and allergic reactions; they have the potential to be mutagenic, carcinogenic and teratogenic; they also can interact with medicines taken concomitantly. Because these remedies are not usually submitted to strict controls, they can be contaminated by heavy metals, conventional drugs, herbicides and pesticides. Finally, there are numerous cases of plant misidentification and substitution. On the other hand, some herbs are almost devoid of adverse effects2. 
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